CURRENT AOSA RESEARCH INITIATIVES

The AOSA Research Committee promotes research related to Orff Schulwerk. Examples of possible research are highlighted in, but are not limited to, three major areas as follows: a) students’ musical learning and understanding; b) adult/teacher education; and c) historical and philosophical foundations.


A. Musical development, learning and understanding throughout the lifespan, including early childhood, elementary, secondary, and adult ages. Research topics may include but are not restricted to: 
1. Musical development, including musical improvisations, compositions, literacy, movement, etc.
2. Holistic development, including physical, emotional, cognitive, spiritual, cultural, social, aesthetic, academic development, etc. 
3. Music education in diverse populations and settings, such as the formal school setting, the urban school setting, and the community setting. 
4. Technology applications 
5. Learning outcomes and assessment

B. Teacher Education
1. AOSA teacher education “Levels” courses
2. Applications of AOSA teacher education on curriculum design, teaching pedagogy, and musical practice.    
3. Orff Schulwerk in preservice music teacher preparation 

C. Historical and Philosophical Foundations
1. Historical and philosophical investigations of Orff Schulwerk in the U.S. and across the globe.
2. Connections between Orff Schulwerk and other music  teaching and learning approaches

